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Peace and blessings! This edition of the Youth Download is a little late because of technology issues. | can now
deliver it to you in a format everyone can access and read. | apologize for the delay. You will find all your impor-
tant summer information in this edition--schedule, events, date reminders, all the good stuff. Thank you for taking
the time to read through this; | hope it's beneficial.

| want to let you know about a little project I'm working on this year. It's my goal to develop a tool that will teach
our students how to have a vibrant, sustained devotional life. I'm trying to put together devotional books and
teaching resources that will begin a student with no experience or know-how and then walk that student into self-
directed study without having to rely on gimmicks and flashy books. A big task! But a vital task if we want our stu-
dents to become mature in Christ.

Maybe you have some insight for me or know of a resource? Let me know! Or maybe you have a question about
something else or an idea or see a need that must be met? Let me know! | am by no means perfect and | know
far from everything. | need you serve alongside me.
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EVENT SPOTLIGHT

Did you know that we have a youth service every
Wednesday night? Well, we do! We have worship led
by the Perimeter Band (made of students), games
(invented by Will fresh for every series), teaching, scrip-
ture readings, texting trivia questions, random activities,
and whatever else | come up with during the week. Pe-
rimeter is the place for your student to hear relevant,
counter-culture teaching in language they can under-
stand along with challenges specific to them. It's my
more intimate time with our students and probably the
time I look forward to most. Our next series: BFs n GFs
is all about DATING. March 10th is When Should |
Date. Match 17th is Who Should | Date. And March
24th is Boundaries in Dating. I'm pumped about it and
have been working hard to prepare this needed series
for them. | hope to see your student there...

Studentled Lockin

May7th, 7pm¥7am in the Youth Area
$3 per student

Perimeter: Every Wed. Ni

Grades 612
6:18-7:50pm upstairs in the youth area

| tell our students that if they want to do something [an
event, activity, etc] then they must plan, organize, lead,
and own whatever it is they would like to do. Well, some
of them took me up on that offer and the “Student-led
Lock-In" is what you get. It's a night designed by stu-
dents for students. Food. Games. Ridiculous Amounts
of Fun. AND Jesus. It's everything you could want in an
all-nighter. (I'll be there with other adults...)

STAF~ SPOTULIOHT

Some of you know about the AAC--the student ministry’s Adult Advisory Council. You
may not know that we have met and discussed the strengths and weaknesses of our
youth ministry. What came out of that meeting is still being bounced round and thought
through by me and the AAC, but | can tell you that I'm excited about our future. | want to
| keep our ministry to students moving forward (without all the recalls) until we reach full
maturity in Christ. My goal for 2010 is that serious, sold-out followers of Christ would be
the norm among our students. That's a lofty goal, but our God is higher than the heav-
ens! I'm more excited about ministry right now than | ever have been before, and this

isn’t just some fleeting, energy drink high. I'm foIIowmg the Holy Spirit in ordering my
Bdeagorked out f

§I%IP}%§ﬁ Iﬁ @rﬁ §) be effective for the King-
0
Each nig h {g C a

ng. I'm not delusional or unre-
di

Boo ks I0rderingeYaur iPrivatte Life; Teenagers: An American History; Forgotten

God: Reversing our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit; Selected Sermons on Men of the

Bible Given by Charles Spurgeon; Marco Polo; Don Quixote

fferenit



Contact Will:
. will@lizellabaptist.com
: 935-8632 or 678 -488- 3397
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Here are the dates for the rest of the semester:
March 13ti8 on 3 Slamboree

March 121 Men’s Canoe Trip

April 17thChurch-wide Service Project

May 2ndYouth Sunday

May 7thStudent-led Lock-In

May 23rdSenior Recognition Sunday
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Summer Game Days is just one of the possi-
ble random events communicated through
texting for this summer. Each summer game
day will be a different game designed for
massinclusion (everybody can play) and
high levels of fun. Summer can often be a
time of boredom for students so hopefully
this little event type will keep them ener-
gized. A short devotion will be shared at
each SGD, also.
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Which are we in the Kingdom of God? In Matthew 20 Jesus likens the Kingdom of God to a vineyard and we are
the laborers in it. Certainly we receive grace from the Lord, but the clear portrayal of and admonishment in scripture is
that we give, bless, and serve. Those are all tasks preformed by producers. Consumers simply consume all they can get,
always wanting the better end of the deal.

\Why raise: the question? What are Americans: producers or consumers? Increasingly, America is becoming a
nation of consumers. There are still pockets of producers out there, but especially among teenage culture, consuming is
in. | think we all know the truth of this, but wisdom gives us a deeper insight. If our students are surrounded by consum-
ers and are being programmed by all their outside influences to be consumers, then it might be difficult for them be good
producers in the Kingdom of God. If their default mode is consuming, chances are they'll walk into church saying, “What
does this church have to offer me? What can | get? Is this exactly what | want?” Maybe some of us walk into church with
that mindset...instead of asking, “What can | offer? How can | serve? How can | help?”

My dad is now on the communications committee at FBC Nashville. He has been a deacon forever, taught Sun-
day School forever, and always served on one or more committees. Will there ever be a time my dad doesn’t serve at
FBC Nashville? Probably not, because he is a producer. | was raised by him to produce in the church, and | have a con-
sistent model of producing to live by. The more | mature the more | discover that I'm just like my dad. | sound like him. |
act like him. | call him for advice. | want to be like him. He’s a great man. Parents have unequaled influence over their
children, whether for good or bad (research supports this). What do you model for your children? | see this played out
when | look at the students in our student ministry. Most of them are like their parents, whether for good or bad.

Please don'’t read condemnation into this article. We live our lives in Christ by grace. | want to share my observa-
tions, interactions, and research with you as a support and encouragement. Parents need support! I'm your biggest fan
and want you to succeed! If there’s anything you'd like me to touch on, please let me know. I'm your minister too.

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

| love bragging on our students. Did you know that Faith shared the gospel with one of her
friends at school a couple weeks ago? That in itself is pretty hardcore cool, but do you know
how long she’s been praying for Stratford? God answers prayers and her friend not only
heard the gospel but responded by accepting Christ as her Lord and Savior! A junior in high
school, who can be a little ridiculous sometimes (we all can), boldly shared Jesus with her
friend at school. Chalk another one up for Jesus. That’s not all. Most of you know that | took
the month of February off from teaching on Wednesday nights to let the students teach.
That's a little risky . You never know what your kids might say, but | trusted the Lord’s lead-
ing and He used our students to teach our students. Opportunities to minister are vital. I've
already highlighted the Student-led Lock-In, but you don’t know how much work has been
put into this thing. They had a poster complete with schedule, cost breakdown, spiritual em-
phasis, advertising campaign, you name it! They answered all my questions and are work-
ing to tweak a few things for me. That's ownership. What all this does is get them used to
ministering and serving without me. This way the ministry isn’t built around me. If something
happened to me they could just say, “Wait a minute; Will made us do everything . We got
this!” That’s why | encourage our students to own projects and get involved.




