
Welcome to the 3rd Edition 
of the Lizella Baptist        

Student Ministry Newsletter 

Peace and blessings! This edition of the Youth Download has some new things in it, some of which require a  
response from you. Please give me your input; it helps me become a more effective minister. 
Now I would like to share some insight into my philosophy of ministry with you. I believe God called me to equip 
students to do ministry. I don’t think I’m here to do all the ministry. So I desire for our students to take ownership 
of the student ministry and, therefore, take on leadership-type rolls. That’s why I tell them if they ever want to do 
something, plan it out, present me with the plan, and if they’ve done a good job and can support their plan, we’ll 
do it. That’s how the Lock-In happened. This also means I give up control of every detail and allow mistakes and 
maybe even failure (but our life in Christ is lived by grace and not performance). I also have a few students work-
ing on something called The Thirty Hour Famine. World Vision came up with the idea to help student ministries 
raise money to relieve world hunger. The more ownership they take now the more ministry they’ll do in the future. 
This is more than me telling them to run equipment or sing songs; I’m teaching them how to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus by doing. You learn by doing. 
This is mostly for your information. I want you to know what I’m doing upstairs and the goal of our student minis-
try. I know my method may seem odd, but I believe it fits best with Jesus’ method of ministry. Jesus didn’t even 
baptize people! Check it out in John 4; He made the disciples do it. After awhile Jesus sent the disciples out in 
pairs to do ministry and then He sent out 70 others to do the same. At the feeding of the 5000, Jesus wanted the 
disciples to feed the people. Jesus wanted to put the ministry into the disciples’ hands. I want to do the same. 

 That’s right! The Turners are now a family of four! Warren Nehemiah was born on July 
4th (are you kidding me?!) when I was in Honduras. Two weeks later he’s a fat little guy 
who eats a lot; I mean, this kid eats and eats and eats. Jenni and I are so thankful for 
him. One day Carrick will be too…well, at least he enjoys our new house. 
I’m gearing up for a great new year full of ministry and a new focus for the student minis-
try. This focus is going to lead us for years and years: Pursue What Matters. Be looking 
for more info about that. I’m refreshed, resolved, and ready (did you see those 3 r’s?) to 
move along toward more of Jesus and less of me. Peace n Blessings. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

Books Iõm reading: Under the Unpredictable Plant: An Exploration in Vocational Holiness 
by Eugene Peterson; The House of the Seven Gables by Hawthorne; The Mind of Christ 
by T.W. Hunt; Uprising by Erwin McManus  
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NEW CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 

KNOWN is a curriculum developed by Lifeway, designed not just for students but par-
ents of students also. This new curriculum will be what we use on Sunday mornings 
from now on. Each class will even do the same lesson (modified according to age) 
each Sunday, so if you have multiple students it will be easier to keep up with what 
they’re learning. I’ve put a URL address down the side of this page you can visit for 
all the information on this curriculum. You can download the 6-year scope and se-
quence, watch videos, preview lessons, listen 2 podcasts; basically, they want you in 
the know when it comes to KNOWN. 

Camp is expensive! We continue to partner with Student Life as our camp option because of their focus 
on Jesus and commitment to keeping it all about HIM. They also give hundreds of college students op-
portunities to serve and a place to learn ministry. But Student Life isn’t the cheapest option, especially if 
we continue to do mission camp. 
In the past we have relied on the Youth BBQ. But this year I came to the conclusion that 2 BBQs in one 
year is too much. Therefore, the Youth BBQ is officially retired. This way our church can focus on 1 BBQ 
in the fall to benefit missions. But how we will pay for camp? Is there a new fundraiser option? Nope. I 
will continue to pay for camp out of the budget, as I did this year, with one change. From now on I will ask 
each student to contribute $50 for camp. This way there is some investment so dropping out at the last 
minute costs something. (This was a problem last year and this year.) For families with 2 students the 
total amount will be $75. For families with 3 students, $100. For families with 4 students, $125.  
Each student will have at least 6 months to earn their $50 for camp. I feel this is extremely reasonable, 
but at the same time will still cost something. If you have any questions or concerns please contact me. 
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To the right of this textbox is the strategy of KNOWN. 
In one sentence the curriculum is designed to help 

students KNOW God, OWN their faith, and then 
make God KNOWN. I’ll go ahead and be honest, 

KNOWN is not a prefect curriculum. But I think it will 
work. I’ll also be increasing the frequency of 
“ComeTogether” Sundays to compensate for 

KNOWN’s weaknesses and nurture unity within the 
student ministry. This next school year will be a great 
one; I’m excited about where God is taking us and 
finding a solid SS curriculum will help us get there. 
KNOWN--please take some time and check it out. 



 

THIS IS NEW!!! 

Misrepresentation  
 I just watched the sort-of-new Miley Cyrus music video: Can’t be Tamed. Yeah...I totally saw this coming. You 
should definitely go check this out on youtube or yahoo videos so you can see first hand what I’m talking about. Miley 
Cyrus misrepresents herself, whether she’s doing it intentionally or not is up for debate. Miley would say she’s a good 
person. She says she’s a Christian. She’s says, “Don’t judge me.” She also thinks God exists to make us happy (i.e. give 
us whatever we want and let us do whatever we want). Miley has misrepresented herself as good, but she has a lot more 
in common with Hannah Montana than she wants to believe. 
 Hannah is a narcissist. In fact, most every Disney channel show main character is a narcissist, and most epi-
sodes are about them trying to get their way for 25 minutes, but having a brief moment of conscience at the end; so be-
cause of that brief, uncharacteristic interlude of semi-goodness, that main character is actually a good person! But I say, 
“MISREPRESENTATION.” 
 Jesus said, “A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces 
evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart (Luke 7:43-45).” This misrep-
resentation trend is all over teen media. Such a saturation makes it difficult for most teenagers to see the lie. But unfortu-
nately, one cannot act however one wants and still be good. If most of your life is representative of evil acts then you’re 
probably evil. Miley Cyrus is a great example of this. Did you know she’s only 17-years-old? 
 Teenagers get sucked into these lies because of a breakdown in critical thinking. (Critical thinking is not taught in 
public schools; I’m not sure about private ones, but it probably depends on each, specific school. The public school sys-
tem is based on memorization, not learning.) So without knowing it they live thinking you can act however you want and 
still be good. What a tragedy! This is one of the reasons our culture largely lacks wisdom. Wisdom requires the ability to 
put things together; well, when critical thinking is thrown out the window so is most of the potential to be wise.     

   

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 

Man I love bragging on our students! Did you know Chris Farran made Jesus the Lord of his 
life recently? I haven’t seen any other student as excited about being in Christ as Chris is. 

The life change is evident. Do you know what event led to Chris receiving Christ? The Stu-
dent-led Lock-In. You could visibly see God working on him all night! It was beautiful. The 

Lock-In was completely student planned and led. I just bought stuff, provided adult supervi-
sion, and made sure they were adequately prepared. The students did the ministry. About a 

dozen different students taught on the fruit of the Spirit. They prepared to teach 3 weeks 
prior to the event. They wanted a spiritual emphasis. They wanted to worship spontaneously 
at 5am. The Student Band stepped up and led worship. They did it all and God blessed their 
preparation and effort. HE used them, not me. Did you also know Faith Young is interning a 

month in Peru and then getting on another plane to spend 10 more days on the mission 
field? Did you know Kari Wolfe and Madison Back decided to spend 2 weeks in Peru? Did 

you know we have 12 different students who decided this summer will be a summer of ser-
vice to the Lord? It’s easy for them to sit on the sidelines and just watch stuff happen. But 
did you see our students lead worship on May 2nd? What a great morning of praising our 

King! Ministry is taking place because of our students and their dedication to the Lord. 

Contact Will:  

will@lizellabaptist.com  

935- 8632 or 678 - 488 - 3397  

 

Some Dates 4 U!  

Aug. 1st   Promotion Sunday 
Oct. 10th  TobyMac/3rd Day Concert 
June 1-5, 2011  Student Life Camp 
Aug. 4th   Wed Nights Back 2 Normal! 
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The Youth Download LIVE is coming to a church near you! Well, actually our church! 
The Youth Download Live will be the new face of the new, quarterly LBC Students Par-
ent Meeting. Part of my job is equipping and resourcing you to minister to your student. 
And I’m not talking about a meeting where I simply go over the calendar and throw some 
up-coming events at you. I don’t want to waste your time or mine. But in order to minister 
to you most effectively, I need some input from you. I would greatly appreciate your 
feedback and answers to my questions. The more I hear from you, the better the Youth 
Download Live will be! My goal is have the 1st YDL in August or September 2010. 

[Sunday evening? Weekday evening? During Sunday School hour? Another time?]  

ELEMENTS INCLUDED N EACH YOUTH DOWNLOAD LIVE 
#1 - Youth Culture Trends update  

#2 - In-depth info on a select teen issue (examples: cutting, de-

pression, online activities and dangers, pornography, suicide,     

bullying, etc.)  

#3 - Resource you, the parent, to be the main spiritual developer of 

your student  

#4 - Questions from parents  

#5 - Helpful LBC Students information  

*YDL Disclaimer: the YDL will not be me 

trying to tell you how to be a parent; 

Iôm not equipped for that. But I am 

equipped to give you insight into cur-

rent research, trends, and events in 

teen culture and resource you to minis-

ter to your student  


